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There is strong evidence that the financial and economic 
crisis that struck Europe in 2008, and was amplified 
through the fiscal, financial and monetary crisis of 2010 
(‘Euro-Crisis’) and the political crisis that emerged after 
the Greek election January 2015, is not only an effect, or 
a side-effect, of globalization and global crisis. To the 
contrary, our basic assertion is that the crisis reached 
existential proportions for the European Union because 
of the structure of the European economic and political 
system. The crisis made obvious that the current 
institutional composition of the European Union excludes 
substantial alternatives to an intergovernmental and 
technocratic mode of politics, which appear to tie the EU 
to a particular evolutionary path. Apparently, the 
intergovernmental and technocratic mode of politics 
comes to its limits now, the road back to national politics 
is closed, and no transnational democratic alternative in 
sight that has the power (and money) to cope with a 
transnational and global economy that is ever more 
beyond political (and democratic) control. 
This interdisciplinary conference will address two key 
issues related to this problematic. The first is to clarify 
what the crisis has done to the European Union, not only 
as a legal and economic community but also as a 
harbinger of democracy. From its very inception, the 
European Union has gradually evolved into a political, 
social and even cultural community of states, nations and 
European citizens. The present crisis affects all these 
dimensions. In order to understand the nature and effects 
of the crisis we need to draw on the combined expertise 
of social, political, economic and legal disciplines. The 
second aim of the conference is to bring these different 
disciplinary perspectives together in order to establish 
whether there are ways of remedying the negative effects 
of the crisis. 
The conference, in its talks, lectures and seven panels, 
will focus on the question of a European crisis-induced 
metamorphosis and the democratic prospects that might 
ensue. We hope we can count with your presence to 
enrich the debates which will follow the planned 
interventions.

Program of the conference:
https://www.uni-flensburg.de/soziologie/dfg-
euroconference-2016/program/



12:00 - Opening of the Conference (EB 160)
Monika Eigmüller (Vice-President of the EUF)

12:15 - Opening Talk (EB 160)
Chair: Regina Kreide (Justus-Liebig-U. Gießen) 
Postcolonial Europe in crisis: Gurminder K. Bhambra 
(Warwick University/Princeton)
Comments: René Gabriels (Maastricht University) 

Coffee Break (EB 161) 

14:00- 16:30 (EB 160)
Panel I: How to cope with the blackmailing power of 
the economy?
Chair: Michaela Christ (EUF) 
Input: Ulrike Herrmann (taz Berlin), Claus Offe (Hertie-
School of Governance, Berlin), Poul Kjaer 
(Kopenhagen Business School) 
Comments: Gerd Grözinger (EUF) 

Coffee Break (EB 161) 

17:00-19:30 (EB 160)
Panel II: "Greek" crisis, "refugee" crisis, crisis in 
permanence, and transformations of the public sphere 
Chair: Charlotte Gaitanides (EUF) 
Input: Andreas Kalyvas (New School for Social 
Research, N.Y.); Ulrich K. Preuss (Hertie- School of 
Governance, Berlin), Hans-Jörg Trenz (Copenhagen 
University/ARENA Oslo), Signe Larsen (LSE) 
Comments: Nikola Tietze (WiKu, Hamburg)

20:00: Dinner in the city of Flensburg 

Day 2 - 20.05.2016
9:30-12:00 (EB 162)
Panel III: Integration through conflict 
Chair: Klarissa Lueg (EUF) 
Input: Stefan Oeter (Universität Hamburg), Stefan Kadelbach 
(Goethe-Universität Frankfurt), Anne Reichold (EUF) 
Comments: Kolja Möller (Goethe-Universität Frankfurt)      
and  
Panel IV: Models of transnational constitutions (EB 160) 
Chair: Dragica Vujadinovic (University of Belgrade) 
Input: Marcelo Neves (Brasilia University), John Erik Fossum 
(ARENA, Oslo) 
Comments: Rainer Schmalz-Bruns (Universität Hannover)

12:00-13:00 Lunch in the Mensa of the EUF 

13:00-15:30 (EB 160)
Panel V: Institutional transformations
Chair: Florian Stöckel (European University Institute) 
Input: Jelena von Achenbach (Justus-Liebig-Universität 
Gießen), Augustin Menéndez (Leon University/ARENA), 
Karl-Heinz Ladeur (Universität Hamburg) 
Comments: Anuscheh Farahat (MPI, Heidelberg) 

Coffee Break (EB 161) 

16:00-17:30 (EB 160)
Panel VI: A democratic Constitutional Revolution? 
Chair: Bernd Sommer (EUF) 
Input: Markus Patberg (Universität Hamburg), 
Jonathan White (LSE)
Comments: Peter Niesen (Universität Hamburg)

18:00 Evening Lecture (EB 160)
Chair: Hauke Brunkhorst (EUF)
Democracy in Europe: Structural Constraints - and Options?: 
Fritz Scharpf (MPI, Cologne)
Discussion

20:00: Dinner in the city of Flensburg 

Day 3 - 21.05.2016
09:30-12:00 (EB 160)
Panel VII: Democracy and Capitalism 
Chair: Thore Prien (EUF) 
Input: Michael Wilkinson (LSE), Regina Kreide (Justus-
Liebig-Universität Gießen), Stephan Panther (EUF), 
Hauke Brunkorst (EUF) 
Comments: Florian Rödl (Europäische Akademie der 
Arbeit, Frankfurt)

12:00 End of the Conference 

Day 1 - 19.05.2016

Coffee Break (EB 161) 
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