


the Flensburg City Archives and other archives, specifically for the study
of the “Gypsy” camp on Steinfelder Weg that was established in 1935.¢ All
names and biographical data used in this chapter emerge from the research
on the deportation of Roma and Sinti who had passed through Hamburg
transit camp (Fruchtschuppen C) on their way to the General Government
(Generalgouvernement).® I double-check the names of the victims against
the files deposited at the Arolsen Archives (formerly known as the Red
Cross’s International Tracing Service, or 1Ts).5

This chapter examines the following issues. First, I paint a collective pic-
ture of the Flensburg Sinti and Roma, both before and during the May 1940
deportation. I establish how many of them survived and whether they had
received a financial compensation for their suffering. Second, I identify the
perpetrators of the resettlement—to use the Nazi euphemism—and probe
if any of them had been prosecuted after 194s. Finally, I engage with the
question why it took so long to identify all the victims by name.

THE SINTI AND ROMA VICTIMS FROM FLENSBURG

Sinti and Roma had lived in Flensburg at least since the end of the nine-
teenth century. The municipal street directory lists dozens of people named
Weiss or Laubinger at 104 Norderstrasse.” Deficient living conditions was
the reason why no one but Sinti were living at that particular address until
1935.8 The poor structural condition of the buildings and complaints from
businessmen in Norderstrasse made the Flensburg city government in 1922
decide to relocate “Gypsies” to barracks outside the downtown, near the
cemetery. However, due to public protest, this plan had been scrapped.’
Otherwise, the local police hardly had any problems with the “Gypsies,”
noting that the Sinti and Roma children were regularly attending school.
Nevertheless, the police listed the “Gypsies” separately, registering their
arrivals and departures in Flensburg on a monthly basis.?

The case of Selma Weiss (b. 1901) from Flensburg shows how compre-
hensive the police surveillance was. Prior to her deportation she had lived
with her parents (her father earned a living as a horse dealer and violin
maker), at 104 Norderstrasse in Flensburg. Residing at this particular
address at least since 1927 the family was universally respected in Flens-
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FiG. 2.1. (left) Members of the Weiss and Laubinger extended families at 104 Norder-
strasse in Flensburg. Selma Weiss peeps cautiously from under the beam of the stair-
case. Photograph from a series of images of Flensburg Roma taken by an anonymous
photographer between 1920 and 1930. Museumsberg Flensburg, II/2113.

FIG. 2.2. (right) Children from the Weiss and Laubinger extended families at 104
Norderstrasse in Flensburg. In the background, by the door, stands Selma Weiss. Pho-
tograph from a series of images of Flensburg Roma taken by an anonymous photogra-
pher between 1920 and 1930. Museumsberg Flensburg, II/2112.

burg. Selma was unmarried under civil law but had two children, the
youngest of whom died at birth.” In early spring 1929 Selma had gone to
Magdeburg, where on April 24 she was picked up by the police and regis-
tered for identification purposes. According to her police file, she was
arrested as a foreign “Gypsy” suspected of begging.” Selma Weiss's personal
card from 1929 includes a note about her death in October 1943. Entered in
the wake of her eventual deportation from Flensburg, it attests to the com-
prehensive recordkeeping by the police.

The Nazi seizure of power in 1933 had intensified the persecution of Ger-
man Sinti and Roma. The 1933 Law for the Prevention of Hereditary Ill Off-
spring, the Blood Protection Act, and the Marriage Health Act, the latter two
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to mandate sterilization of individual Sinti and Roma and prohibit all Sinti
and Roma from marrying “non-Gypsies™ In the late 1930s, cities had sup-
plemented police surveillance of Sinti and Roma by establishing fenced-off
“Gypsies” camps as a way of separating them from the German racial society
(Volksgemeinschaft). From 1933 onward authorities forcibly sent the children
of the Sinti and Roma to special schools (Hilfsschule) and beginning in 1941
denied them any education. Compulsory labor performed by camp inmates
ostensibly provided for a monthly rent they had to pay for their accommo-
dation.” In Flensburg such a camp was built in 1935 at 41 and 43 Steinfelder
Weg, on the outskirts of the city near the train station. The camp consisted of
two barracks with several rooms in each. Equipped with a small stove, each
room accommodated one family. The rent was set at 5 Reichsmark per fam-
ily.® Selma Weiss moved into this camp on October 4, 1935.7
The invasion of Poland further radicalized the Nazi anti-Roma policy.
On October 17, 1939, the Reich Security Main Office (Reichssicherheit-
shauptamt, or RsHA) issued the ban on mobility for Sinti and Roma.® Non-
compliance was punished by dispatch to a concentration camp.” The Nazi
reorganization of occupied Poland provided for the deportation of Jews, Poles,
and other “foreign races,” including some 30,000 “Gypsies,” into the General
Government. To appease the Wehrmacht leadership—which was paranoid
about possible spies among the Sinti and Roma—the head of German police
and the ss, Heinrich Himmler, ordered the initial deportation of 2,500 Sinti
and Roma from the northern and western parts of the German Reich to
the General Government. Consequently the Reich Criminal Police Office
ordered the branch offices in Hamburg and Bremen to deport on May 16,
1940, a total of 1,000 “Gypsies’® This order applied also to the Flensburg
Sinti and Roma. No contemporaneous documents on either the arrests
or the deportation have come to light so far. According to postwar press
reports—which tended to whitewash the police and its practices during the
Nazi period—the Sinti and Roma in Flensburg received twenty-four-hour
advance notice of impending deportation and were able to sell their belong-
ings and even keep the proceeds.? The ostensibly advantageous treatment
of the Flensburg Sinti and Roma cannot be corroborated by other sources.
In Hamburg, the local police initially held the Sinti and Roma in the
“Fruchtschuppen C” transit camp near the harbor. The police took away their
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and their racial status (“Mischlingsgrad,” or the percentage of non-Aryan
blood).?2 This means of assessing one’s racial worth had been created by the
“race researcher” Robert Ritter to emphasize the perceived threat posed by
“Gypsies of mixed blood” (Zigeunermischlinge) ” To mislead the victims, they
were promised land and farms upon arrival in Poland.** No complete name
list is available for the further deportation from Hamburg, while regional fig-
ures remain fragmentary® Michael Zimmermann has estimated the num-
ber of Sinti and Roma deported from Schleswig-Holstein on May 16, 1940,
at 200.2 Researchers at Hamburg have so far identified the names of 257 vic-
tims.” The earlier estimates of the number of Sinti and Roma deported from
Flensburg vary between 26 and 50.% According to my research, 44 persons at
a minimum were deported from Flensburg on May 16, 1940.%

TABLE 2.1. Sinti and Roma deported from Flensburg on May 16, 1940

LAST PLACE OF
NO. NAME FIRST NAME  DATE OF BIRTH BIRTH SURVIVAL
i Weiss Jakob Karl March 15, 1872 Hirzenach no
2. Weiss Helene May 24, 1913 Kiel yes
3. Weiss Robert November 14,1906 Berlin yes
4, Weiss Antonie May 10, 1875 Kassel no
5.  Weiss Rosette February 25,1926  Flensburg yes
6.  Weiss Selma February 28,1901  Hanover no
7.  Weiss Heinrich August 4, 1939 Flensburg no
8.  Weiss Eduard October 3, 1897 Oppersdorf yes
9.  Weiss Amalie June 22, 1900 Kannawurf no
10.  Weiss Christof September 22, Borsum no
(Christoph) 1922
1. Weiss Anna Rosina ~ March 8, 1925 Flensburg yes
12.  Weiss Elfriede May 31,1927 Flensburg yes
13.  Weiss Erich Otto May 24, 1930 Flensburg yes
14.  Weiss Robert July 17 (18), 1933 Flensburg yes
15.  Weiss Hans Bruno  August 4, 1939 Flensburg no
16.  Weiss/ Willi July 25,1932 Flensburg no
Trollmann
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NU. NAME FIRST -
7. ‘Weiss/ Gerda — ;::ho;j f;::ﬂ ::;Zurg ;::VWAL labor camp as its destination. (Belzec forced labor camp should not be
Trollmann confused with Belzec death camp, which was constructed beginning in
18.  Weiss Reinhold September 4,1935 Flensburg = November 1941 as part of the Operation Reinhardt.) The camp was under
19.  Weiss Marie Alwine  March 25, 1904 Kalkberge o the leadership of ss-Obersturmbannfithrer Hermann Dolp, described by
Antonie prisoners as a sadist.¥ Once there, the prisoners had first to build an enor-
20.  Weiss Herta January 10,1939 Flensburg no mous tank ditch on the newly demarcated border with the Soviet Union.
2. Weiss Wilma April 16, 1940 Flensburg 16 A considerable number of Flensburg’s Sinti and Roma did not survive the
22, Weiss Christof January11,1937  Flensburg 1o inhumane living conditions and the grueling forced labor.* The surviving
(Christoph) prisoners were transferred to the former Krychéw (Krychow) penitentiary,
23.  Weiss Karl August 25,1935  Flensburg no where they performed drainage works on the Bug River and its tributaries.
24, Weiss Hermann July 30 (31),1933  Flensburg no The early onset of winter in October 1940 brought the works to a halt. The
25.  Weiss Ida September 10,1932  Flensburg no ss and the civil administration effectively left the prisoners to their own
e rpers f:lp 2:(; iz? devices, un@ling to pay for their u.pkeep: Some of the Si.nti‘and Roma pris-
Wi o Aug = 2; = F ienSbUTg no one'rs who hailed from Flensburg, mcl-udl.ng l'lobert, Helnrlch, and.Edualrd
=N PP Magu9 189’9 Flensburg yes Welsé, were able to sut?sequentl‘y survive in Sledlce.(Sledlc.sz) and Plotrk?w
B T Maz)',ch’12 — Hollenstedt  no (Petrikau) by performing unskilled labor. Others, including Selma Weiss,
: g Unterkatz no died at “freedom,” so to speak.”
ji' r::;;ger fiid?una) I\Nd::ei:gzo - Flensburg no . The surviving Sinti and Roma were forbidden to reenter t.he Reic}.l ter-
R e elr9 ,18 8 Flensburg yes ritory. Some of them,' howev.er, managed .to do so anyway. I?ulse Laubinger
o Tatiger i NOV:;;Y ,1878  Schlotheim yes made her way from Siedlce via Warsaw with her daughter Lina (Lena) back
oE 26, Warberg no to Flensburg, but her husband August and her son Eduard perished.” Kath-
54, Taubinger 5o f;jl P e arina Ro.se was able ‘to get back to Schiol near Flen.sburg with two 'of.her
3. lavbingr August g = = Se‘i yes three Chll?lrel.l (Maria and Dorathea; her s'on, Erwin, had gone missing)
36, Weiss Hedwig S i egr 3 n"k at the begmnmg‘ of 1941. Howe.ver, she was instantly denounced, dfzported
— o = s = uzk nown to the Ravensbru‘ck‘concentratlon camp, and even.tuai.lly. murdered in 1944.
38, Weiss —~ra b Flensburg unknown Her par.tner, Chl_‘lstlan Petersen, who was. not a Sinti .hnr.ls.elf, manag?d. to
39, Weiss Aiwing R 19’35 Flensburg u kHOWﬂ tsave' thelr’two children, Dorathea and Marla?j* Twelve individuals surviving
0. Weine o e Wertmhg unknown in Piotrkéw were able to return to Flensburg in September 1944 thanks to a
P ——— = : 2 . ausen unknown work permit issued by a local German official.*
- ke F:b;;:z 1: 1199(;3; f{‘;z:zbez - no : Of the forty-four deported persans, evideflce exists o.f :'1t least thre?nty-
B, T F—— =, 193’2 Rickﬁnen ach  yes two who had bee.n murdered or died due tf) inhumane hvn.lg conditions.
B o = Py = g yes 3 The date of death in most cases can be established only tentatively. The May
2 ves 1940 deportation did not signify the end of persecution. The Nazis sub-

Source: City of i 4 i ] . :
ity of Flensburg, street directory, records from Arolsen Archives and ‘ sequently introduced even more radical measures, especially against the

Schleswig-Holstein State Archives. “Gypsies of mixed blood”
- ypsies of mixed blood.
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sl?arked at least two major deportations from Hamburg to the Auschwitz-
Birkenau “Gypsy” family camp. Thus, over 330 Sinti and Roma were deported
to A.uschwitz—Birkenau on March 11, 1943. The last transport left Hambure on
April 18, 1944, with thirty people onboard, including a number of chilgren
and youths.* According to the preserved “Gypsy” family camp prisoner lists
at least ten individuals from that transport originally came from Flensbur: 37’
' The Arolsen Archives hold records for a person with a Flensbur ri.s-
idential address who had been listed as a prisoner at Auschwitz-Birlfenau
death camp. The person in question is Manfred Rose (b. 1929). The famil
situation of Manfred, who was born out of wedlock, was complicated: hi)s’
mother, the Dutch national Maria Hansen, apparently hailed from a éinti
fam.ily and had died in 1940 or 1941, while his biological father was the
s.emolj prosecutor Manfred Engelhardt.® His foster father, Kurt Baldauf,
lived in Zwickau. At the time of his arrest, sometime in early May 19 ’
the fourteen-year-old Manfred had just completed an apprenticeshi 4:;
an electrician and was living in the municipal foster home in Flensbirg
He was among the victims deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau according tc;
the 1943 decree targeting “Gypsies of mixed blood” Yet he was not part of
the Hamburg transport of April 1944 but arrived at Auschwitz-Birkenau on
May 8, 1944. By then, the liquidation of the “Gypsy” family camp had been
predetermined. The camp commandant, Rudolf Héss, made that decision
.on May 15, 1944, likely in order to make space for the arriving Hungar-
ian Jews.” Manfred joined the last transport with 911 prisoners onbogard
out of Auschwitz-Birkenau prior to the “Gypsy” family camp liquidation
o'n the night of August 2-3, 1944.% Some of the prisoners from that par-
ticular transport had survived by performing forced labor at BuchenvI\:ald
concentration camp. Tragically, Manfred Rose was deported once again to
Auschwitz-Birkenau on September 26, 1944, and murdered there with two

hundred other Sinti and Roma.” Th
’ e Flensburg registry office h
1945, as the date of his death. 2 R

SURVIVORS STRUGGLE FOR COMPENSATION

At Ie.ast seventeen Sinti and Roma from Flensburg and the environs had
survived. Except for the family of Luise Laubinger and the children of Kath-
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family moved to Géttingen and into a barracks of the former forced labor
camp (Ostarbeiter-Lager). The survivors tried to apply for compensation—
with various success, as the following cases demonstrate. First, however,
an overview of the compensation provisions with regard to the May 1940
deportation in place in West Germany is due.
The survivors claims under the 1953 Federal Compensation Act had
often been rejected by the compensation offices, on the grounds that no
Nazi persecution warranting compensation had taken place. Many an indi-
vidual case made evident the conspicuous absence of a legal provision that
would recognize the early deportations as a violent Nazi policy triggering
automatic compensation.* However, the courts of appeal ruled inconsis-
tently on the status of the May 1940 deportation.” Finally, on January 7,
1956, the Federal Court of Justice (Bundesgerichtshof, or BGH) issued a
landmark ruling. This ruling provided for rejecting compensation claims of
the Sinti and Roma who had been deported to the General Government on
the grounds that the deportation was not racially motivated and thus illeg-
ible for compensation.* Historian Hans Buchheim, in his expert opinion,
begged to differ: “In view of the facts and contexts presented, it is hardly
possible . . . to see anything other than racial persecution of the Gypsies™
Although Buchheim’s conclusion was noted by legal experts, it had had
only limited impact.*® In 1958 Buchheim reaffirmed his earlier conclusion,
though that time around his expert opinion appeared only in court files.*
The legal reassessment occurred in 1963, largely thanks to the president of
the Frankfurt Higher Regional Court Senate, Franz Calvelli-Adorno.* Half-
Jewish, Calvelli-Adorno was in 1933 dismissed from his position of a district
court judge and survived in hiding. Reinstated in 1946 as a judge on the
Higher Regional Court in Frankfurt, he shaped the court’s decision-making
practices to favor the interests of the persecuted.” As early as 1952 the Frank-
furt Higher Regional Court recognized the racial dimension of the Nazi
persecution of “Gypsies” and, like several other courts, consistently resisted
legal interventions attempted by the Federal Court of Justice between 1956
and 1963.%2 On December 18, 1963, the BGH revised its basic decision from
1956, recognizing racial motives driving in part the 1940 deportation.”
The 1965 German Federal Indemnification Law (Bundesentschddigungs-
Schlussgesetz), in reference to the BGH’s landmark decision, enabled those
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fad been earlier rejected by the compensation authorities and the lower
instance courts to resubmit their applications. Many claimants were never-
theless left out in the cold, as they had already died or had failed to submit
an initial application in time.5*

As regards Sinti and Roma survivors in Schleswig-Holstein, the state
compensation authority (Landesentschidigungsamt, or LEA) in Kiel proved
excessively strict when it came to approving applications from persons per-
secuted as “Gypsies” It became even worse with the appointment of Karl
August Zornig as head of the Kiel LEA in February 1957. During the Nazi
era Zornig had processed politically motivated criminal cases at various
public prosecutor’s offices and had later meted out several death sentences
as a Wehrmacht judge 5

Luise Laubinger had submitted her original compensation claim in

1949, with the assistance from the Association of the Victims of the Nazi
Regime. Beginning in 1951, she received compensation in amount of pm
7200 for her time in prison, in addition to a pension for damages, a widow’s
pension, and several payments to compensate for damages to her health
and for the death of her husband. By 1959 she has received the total of by
63,758 in payments.” At the end of 1959, however, the LEA revoked almost
all of the payments due to the fact that Laubinger had falsely stated that
she had been continually imprisoned from spring 1940 until her return to
Flensburg in 1944. The deportation as such did not constitute a deprivation
of liberty relevant for compensation in this and similar cases.

Robert Weiss (b. 1906), brother of Selma Weiss, in November 1949 in Gét-
tingen filed an application for compensation for imprisonment on behalf of
himself and ten members of his family. In 1954 the compensation authorities
at the district president’s office (Regierungsprisident) in Hildesheim reversed
the negative decision in Weiss’s case issued the previous year by the lower-
level authorities.” The justification read as follows: “The resettlement of Gyp-
sies in 1940 was exclusively a means of racial persecution. This is attested to by
the general development in the treatment of the Gypsy question by the Nazi
regime”” Simultaneously, the compensation authorities acknowledged the dif-
ficulty in ascertaining the period of imprisonment following the release of
the Sinti and Roma from Belzec. As a compromise, the authorities proposed
counting as the period of imprisonment half of the time lapsed between the
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settlement thus reached, eleven members of the Weiss family received DM
sation per person.® l
4’20131 Clcg)zplelzbert V\lfgeisspreapplied for compensation on behalf o(t; his s;::—
lings, claiming damages suffered to freedom, property, a?sets, ?nd pro =
sional advancement as descendants of the persecuted (1.ej., his heceias.
parents).” The compensation authorities in Octo.ber 1957 rejected t e;c atlz
on the grounds that the 1940 deportation of Sinti a‘nd Roma wfas ;nan(fia; -
by the factor of security rather than race, as pe.r )udgme.nt of the Fe o
Court Justice of January 7, 1956. The Schleswig-Holstein LEA pro.w :
identical reasoning in rejecting compensation claims of Eduar‘d V\tf)elss ).
1897), Helene Kos (b. 1913), Thomas Weiss (b. 1927'), Robert Weiss ( ;93-31 ;
Erich Otto Weiss (b. 1930), Elfriede Franz, née Weiss (b. 1927), Anna Rosi :
Weiss (b. 1925), Reinhold Weiss (b. 1935), Gerda 'Trollmann (b. 1.9134); ;n
Rosette Weiss (b. 1926).® Many applicants felt disheartened, while others
Perslivgzsémber 1957 Robert Weiss on behalf of his ext<.endec'1 fa.mily ﬁlef;
lawsuit against the state of Schleswig-Holstein at the Kiel DlStrll)Ct Co;lrS S.i_
The lawyer representing the family, Dr. Hans Beyersdorff? had 1een ﬁc ran .
fied by the Nazis as half-Jewish and prior to 1933 worked in the a»;z i o
the well-known Nazi opponent Wilhelm Spiegel.® Beyersdorff r; e}x;re 3
the legally binding decision of the Cologne court that pronourilce (;(h: ;ﬁi r
deportation racially motivated.®® Regardless, the Co.m?ens.atlo; e
of the Kiel District Court in July 1963 dismissed Weiss's claim.”” Fo ow11 6%
the amended decision of the BGH, Beyersdorffin June 19 6.4 filed an agpea .t-
Three years later the Higher Regional Court in Schleswig propogg1 a se _
tlement between the parties to the dispute, which l.)oth accept‘ed.. ! efcor.rll
promise stipulated that the LEA count half of the tm-xe the plall'fltlff s amls Z
spent involuntarily in the General Government as t@e spent in ca'mpi;
that the Sinti of the Weiss family only received a partial compensation.

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION INTO
CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY

The analysis of the compensation files prompts the inevitable questior'l of
individual criminal accountability. Himmler had delegated to the local crim-
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