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Vorbereitung  
As an EU-citizen there have been no complications concerning visa requirements or 
other stuff. Previous language courses are also not necessary if your English is well 
enough. 
The other issue which might be worthy of careful planning is accommodation. The 
university has a huge offer of different housing types on and off campus with varying 

prices. Going to Ireland is not a difficult task since most of the larger German cities have 
a direct flight connection to Dublin. In the case of Hamburg, you even have the option 
between two companies. Once you are in Dublin though you are recommended to take 
the coaches. 
 

Studium an der Partner-Hochschule (z.B. Vorlesungszeitraum, Unterrichtssprache, 

Kursangebot, Prüfungsform)  

University in Ireland is different compared to the experiences I have made in Germany. 
The spring term e.g is starting in early January and ending in the midst of May. All 
courses are in English. The University of Limerick offers a broad offer of courses in many 
subjects, even though some of them are restricted and only available for students who 
study these subjects at home.  
The courses vary in form and structure, while literature classes depend on regular 
homework and a large amount of reading. The sociology courses, on the other hand, had 
a less structured approach without regular tasks. The politics courses where somehow a 
blend of both having regular tasks for the tutorial and irregular occurrence of tasks for 



 

the lecture. Unfortunately, I am not able to comment on the structure of the other 
lectures.  
Generally speaking, the climate is a very friendly one with lecturers open minded for 
input and always ready help if needed or demanded. On the other hand, one is expected 
to do his tasks on time, it happened that students have been sent home for not doing 
their homework. 
 

Das Leben im Gastland (z.B. Wohnen, Einkaufen, Freizeit, Kosten) 

Life in Ireland is a bit more expensive than in Germany especially fresh fruits and 
vegetable. Beef is cheaper and of higher quality. Pork and Poultry are roughly the same 
as in Germany. Fish is also quite cheap and of good quality. 
There are three pre-dominated shops in Limerick: Supervalue, Aldi and Tesco. 
Depending on offers and personal preferences it is hard to say which of them is the best 
since the factors differ. Despite these stores, food is also available on campus including 

Starbucks and Subway.  Free time is, of course, an important point for every student. 

The unique atmosphere is great to make new friends from all over the world, especially 
if you choose to live in the dormitory. Among the Irish people and other ERASMUS 

participants, many people from the US choose the university for a stay abroad.  Trips 
are easily organised and cheap. The location of the city invites to great discoveries along 
the west coast. The Student Union additionally offers multiple trips to many places all 
over the island for a very small price. 
 

Praktische Tipps/Fazit 
The University of Limerick and Ireland, in general, is a great place to make your term 
abroad. If you think to do something while being there, may it be a trip to Donegal, 
Scotland, Dublin, Wicklow Mountains, Cobh or a night in Galway, just do it. It is a once in 
a lifetime experience after you have done your homework…   
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