When we are in the throes of major crises, from
the global pandemic to a pending climate apoc-
alypse, thinking about a different tomorrow
may feel impossible. Designing alternative fu-
tures has become one of the central cultural
tasks of the twenty-first century, and Indige-
nous North American writers, visual artists, cura-
tors, comedians, film makers, video game design-
ners, and web developers are at the forefront
of this movement. From pre-contact stories to
contemporary science fiction, Indigenous cul-
tures abound with visions of the future as sites
of “survivance” (Gerald Vizenor). While settler
colonialist imaginaries of progress have, for the
longest time, strategically displaced Native cul-
tures into a fixed, containable past, Indigenous
literatures and cultures not only successfully
defy these mechanisms of Othering but offer
sustainable variants of futurity in powerful net-
works of transnational exchange.

This symposium brings together Indigenous and
non-Indigenous scholars from Canada, Europe,
and the United States in order to explore repre-
sentations of a coming world in Indigenous Fic-
tion, drama, film, visual arts and digital media,
social networks, museums, and performance
spaces. We hope to initiate long-standing trans-
national dialogues on futurity and alternative
versions of tomorrow that may serve as exem-
plary sites of empowering cultural diversity and
non-Western systems of knowledge in the inter-
est of economic, ecological, and social sustain-
ability.
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Artwork by ElizabetH LaPensée, “Our Grandmothers Carry Water from the Other World” (courtesy of
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