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Fragen zur Untersuchung — Research Questions

Applied Linguistics: Analysis of Classroom Discourse

Getting actively involved in some applied linguistic research (cf.
Bieswanger 2007) is recommended as a valuable experience for students
preparing to become teachers of English as a foreign language (EFL). If
you want to do some meaningful analysis of English classroom discourse,
the FLECC (Jdkel 2004b; 2007) provides a rich database that can be
accessed by various approaches, to be mined for a multitude of purposes.
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Possible Topics for Investigation

Here are some suggestions of applied linguistic investigations that might be
undertaken on the basis of the authentic corpus material of English
classroom discourse provided by the FLECC. The references given are only
meant to get you started. In any case you will need to do your own search
for more and recent references concerning your chosen topic. The
following list of topics is by no means to be perceived as exhaustive.

e Speech acts in TEFL: the relationship between speech acts and sentence
types/moods, as exemplified in authentic and contextualized discourse
data from the FLECC
(McCarthy 1997: 5-18; Spencer-Oatey & Zegarac 2002)

e Adjacency pairs and turn taking in TEFL: What distinguishes the class-
room from the rest of the world?
(McCarthy 1997: 118-130; McCarthy, Matthiesen & Slade 2002))

e Teacher elicit and IRF in TEFL: Outdated models?
(Sinclair & Coulthard 1992; 1975; Coulthard & Brazil 1992)

e Questions in TEFL: Different kinds of (teacher) questions, and how they
can be answered — and what are the pros and cons?
(Byram 2004: 501-503; Jdkel 2001; 2004a; 2006)

e Oral errors in TEFL: Different kinds of (learners') errors, and how they

are treated — and what are the pros and cons of various treatments?
(Allwright & Bailey 1991: 83-118; Timm 2003)

e The use of texts, media, and authentic teaching materials in TEFL:
Cases of best practice? Worst cases?
(Heuer & Klippel 1999: 172-187; Miiller-Hartmann & Schocker-von
Ditfurth 2004: 133-144)

e L2 teaching methods and principles: Can they be detected in concrete
classroom practice?
(Weskamp 2001: 19-31; Edmondson & House 2000; Miiller-Hartmann
& Schocker-von Ditfurth 2004)

e The special demands on the teacher as linguistic role model in Primary
School English, as mirrored in authentic discourse data from the FLECC
(Schmid-Schonbein 2001: 46-49 and 80-83; Klippel 2005: 20-26)
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Any of the above-mentioned topics may also be treated with respect to a
particular age group of learners, or a particular school type.

Focussing on any one of the FLECC transcripts, describe how the lesson
is structured (opening, stages, topics, exchanges/moves/acts, closing).
What kinds of speech acts occur? How are instructions given? What
kinds of errors can be found (both pupils' and teacher's), and how are
they treated? What role does English-German code-switching play?
How do you evaluate the teacher's performance? (See those references
above.)

If, after carefully reading through several of the transcripts, you have the
nagging suspicion that some of these lessons were taught by the same
teacher, you may be just right. You could make this an exercise in
"Forensic Linguistics" and do an idiolect study, in order to prove that
the lessons transcribed in chapters x and y feature the same teacher,
using linguistic idiosyncrasies as evidence.

Notice that all of these topics for investigation necessitate close reading of
the linguistic corpus data, which need to be analysed in detail, and with due
respect to their particular linguistic co-text as well as to their non-linguistic
context, as far as this is given in the corpus. This qualitative analysis should
be your primary concern, although your research may of course also
involve quantitative counts of certain phenomena.

And a final note of caution: Take care to avoid plagiarism, by making
proper reference (cf. Style Sheet) to any text that you draw on for
information, even if you do not quote literally!
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